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Living at the top end

What: Triceratops skeleton
Price: $736,000
Forget boring old paintings on your walls — why
not go for something a little more intriguing,
such as this triceratops skeleton which is
expected to fetch upwards of $700,000 when it
goes to auction this month in Paris.
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\\~—'_-—/Vf\flhat: Luxury cradle\-\:‘-
Price: $14,899
This ultra-luxe crib, clearly
intended for all those little
princes and princesses out
there, may not be covered in
diamonds, but it does feature a
rear changing table for added
convenience.

What:
ThunderPack
Price: $100,000
Ever stuck in a
tedious
conversation you
wish you could
escape from?
Then this jet-
powered
ThunderPack is for
you! Providing 75
seconds of flight
time, it allows the
wearer to simply
press a button and

take off.
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What: Alight Kitchen

Price: POA

For those of us who see the
kitchen as a bit of a waste of
space, this set-up is ideal. It’s not
only good-looking, but combines a
dishwasher, oven, and table all in
one, and measures the amount
you are essentially consuming.
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What: Clover 1s Coffee Machine
Price: $11,000
While a true coffee-lover may well understand
the importance of a nicely brewed cup, it's

unlikely there are many out there who’d spend
this much on a machine that produces a single

cup at a time. However, it is exceptionally fast,
and apparently focuses all its efforts on making
that single cup as perfect as it could possibly be.
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Coming
down the

mountain

With Launceston branching out into adventure
tourism, Rob Shaw headed downhill with the brakes

off.

S adventure tourism exploits go,
A(lkm in about three hours sounds
airly sedate.

About the speed of caving maybe.

But make that kilometre vertical, add
another 25 on the horizontal and factor
in all the pauses to admire the stunning
scenery and you begin to see the appeal.

Tasmania has always had the inclines
to rival New Zealand as an adventure
tourism destination, it is now acquiring
the inclination.

With jet-boating, kayaking, abseiling,
rock climbing, airwalking, cable-gliding
and flying foxing already locked in, it is
perhaps surprising that one of the less
equipment-intensive pastimes,
mountain biking, has been slow to catch
up.

“I think Tasmania is undersold with
adventure tourism,” said lan Ferrier,
who is attempting to fill the gap in the
market.

“There is a lot more to the State than
just wines. I think we could market
ourselves a lot more like New Zealand
for adventure purposes.”

In November 2006, Ferrier began
running mountain bike day trips from
his Mountain Designs store at 120
Charles St, Launceston.

They include tours of Trevallyn
Reserve and the North Esk River but
the flagship trip is the Ben Lomond
Descent.

“We are keen to promote adventure
tourism around the Launceston area
and mountain biking is something that
is not done a lot in a guided format,” the
former Overland Track guide added.

“Ben Lomond is an area which I think
is under-publicised and a lot of the
attractions up there are as good as
Cradle Mountain, just not as well

IF YOU GO:

WHAT: Ben Lomond Descent moun-
tain bike day tour.

WHERE: Ben Lomond National Park.
WHEN: Wednesdays and Saturdays
(6-7 hours).

COST: $150 includes transfers, lunch,
snacks and equipment. Children $130.
DETAILS:
www.mountainbiketasmania.com.au

known about. There’s a myriad of tracks
and the fact that it is the second highest
mountain in Tasmania but you can

drive to the top makes it very accessible.

“I knew how popular the one in
Hobart was and thought Launceston
could have something similar with a bit
of variety.”

The venture is loosely based on the
Mt Wellington Descent, which has
become a staple dish on the capital’s
tourism menu, but this clearly caters for
an alternative palate.

“They are very different products,”
said Craig Penney, of Tourism
Tasmania, who has sampled both.

“The Ben Lomond one is
considerably harder. Mt Wellington is
more of just a bike ride and probably
much more mass marketable. This one
is a bit more adventurous.”

His colleague Stephanie Twining
added: “I think we are getting more and
more ventures like this. We get a lot of
people contacting us that are coming to
the town who want to know what sort
of things they can do once they're here.

“They do not always want to do a real
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hard slog but do want to try things like
this.”

Unlike its southern sibling, the Ben
Lomond Descent steers clear of tarmac.
Just as off-road 4WDs are at their best
off-road, mountain bikes are bikes made
for mountains like this one.

Beginning at the village near the
summit of Legges Tor, the ride follows
the road down the zigzagging Jacobs
Ladder and into the native forest before
venturing off onto tracks towards
Blessington Hall.



